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A STORY
IN EVERY
TRACTOR

When more than 600 antique tractor owners get together for
something as big as the inaugural Mackinac Bridge crossing,
the atmosphere is festive to say the least.

Despite a light rain the morning of the Sept. 12 event, spirits
were sunny and warm as proud tractor owners did some last-
minute polishing and fine-tuning before the parade through
Mackinac City and ultimately onto the bridge.

“There were no complaints at all,” said Bob Baumgras, orga-
nizer of the event. “Everyone was all smiles and proud that
they could be part of this.”

There were a few mechanical problems that surfaced, but in
the spirit of the event, ropes and chains were quickly brought
out for a helping tow. But even those disappointments were
quickly forgotten because the ride - and everything surround-
ing it - was so exhilarating.

“This is one of the neatest things I've ever done,” said David
Kidd of the All-Color Antique Tractor Club of Williamsburg.

“It's great to get a bunch of old farmers and take some old
(iron) across the bridge. We had one motor blow, and my wife's
tractor died, but all in all, we all have smiles on our faces.”

Those smiles likely will linger for some time, and crossers will
have a grand story to tell. As Pat LaPort of the Kalamazoo Val-
ley club said after revealing some of the history of his family’s
tractor ownership, all you have to do is ask, and you'll find a
fascinating tale of farmers and the pleasure they take in their
machines.

“Just look around and ask anybody,” he said. “There’s a story
in every tractor here.”
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their tractor were Todd Jo;ePh and father John from
the EUFP Tractor Agsociation.
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